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Disc 1 


Track 1 - Intro 

Track 2 - the Early Years 


CASTANEDA: Tell me your name. 
WALLING: Vera Walling 
CASTANEDA: Where were you bom at? 
WALLING: Stella, Nebraska. 


CASTANEDA: Tell me your birthday and the year you were bom. 
WALLING: 21 ST OF JULY, 1908. 


CASTANEDA: What were your parents’ names? 


WALLING: My parents names were Ora Ethel and Cloyd Oliver. 

CASTANEDA: And what did they do in Nebraska? 

WALLING: He worked on farms and of course, my mother didn’t do 
oldest one in the family. 


anything. I was the 


CASTANEDA: How many kids? 

^c I V?'/u t ° 8 u ether L there Were seven - l usuall y refer t0 there were only five of us 
because I had a brother who was bom the 15 th of April and died the 15* of May with 

pneumoma. And thenwemoved to Pine Bluffs -1 had a sister who was six. She died of 

pTbS ngl em 316 buried in Sidney because we come from s“ 


CASTANEDA: Can you believe you’ve been here a hundred years? 

Cant b I CaUS f, really “ days g0 on ’ 1 don,t feel lik e rm that old 
I plan to do everything like I usually did except when I order stuff subscriptions 
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CASTANEDA: It had to be hot over there! 

S G: “ 1 “ t0 milk C0WS before 1 •» sct >ool and evety nigh, when I 

CASTANEDA: So, how old were you when the depression hit? 

I É«m!,™d ed in ' the W0rs ‘ Was ' 29 - 1801 

CASTANEDA: Who did you many? 

tomesteaded “ Wa " ing - “* “■ «" *““» at Egbert. TT,e y 

CASTANEDA: So you met him in school? 

WALLING: No, he graduated before I did. 

CASTANEDA: So how did you meet him ? 

tllm^^ We Went t0 S et her about 

CASTANEDA: Do you have a wedding picture? 

mine and a eo^faTf SC Hotes. We gol 2Sd 

CASTANEDA: How did you meet him? I’m sorry. 

^[7was'S!ngtS i "fiwl h r' Je, ’ S " 3WI «”»"henI*»i»high 
. cheerieader. S^td" ^^'‘ ~ > « 

CASTANEDA: Do you remember any cheers? 

f 0 ", Wi,h 8 b ° y fr0m B “™ «* was always - 
singing that to us. It was a lot of fint. We U. lottet "* ° f H ' "" always 


CASTANEDA: Did you enjoy high school? 
WALLING: Yes. 

CASTANEDA: Did you play sports? 
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bl " ‘ didn ’'- sister did 1 wen, to 
CASTANEDA: What kind of sports did they play? 

Bluffs had a footba^fte!^ 6 ™^ 1S basketbalL Idon,t remember at that time that Pine 
CASTANEDA: How many people were in Pine Bluffs then? 

didn’t have a kM of^S^Tuke^e dkto'?? 001 _ " e just wem to “hook We 
■f ** had footbaU a, 

CASTANEDA: Were you pretty good in school? Whai were your grades like? 

wasn’tany good at Md^gebral"J w^no^d^R . thi " 8S 1 Wasn t Geomet O'I 

typing and bookkeeping and I loved that. ° ut 1 at s when y° u took shorthand, and 

Track 3 - Ken a nd Earlv 

CASTANEDA: So, what did your husband do? 

untilheretiredfn^HewoTked46yem™^ rfghthe Sfduated. Hestayedthere 
CASTANEDA: Was he an engineer? 

thesection. Mdthm he^ked^tofo^ 1 '^ P ' aCey °“ COuldga8jobwas ™ 
old section cars you pump up and down And ti, t i? n WC * mame ^’ *hey had these 
When he quit, he had a trnck ’ ** got better - ^y got motorcars. 

CASTANEDA: How many kids did you have? 

EgbertandgraduatS*inHiflsXle^We'witedhimto^ HeStaited 10501,001 in 
“bo» 1 - 1 » - «M J* be b “‘ be didn’, iike 

CASTANEDA: Was his name Kenneth? 

WALLING: Kenneth Eugene. 

CASTANEDA: Back to when you first got married What 

y 8 mamed - mat was your early marriage like? 
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WALLING: Well, it was pretty skimpy. 

CASTANEDA: How about your marriage. Was it a good marriage? 
WALLING: Yes. 


CASTANEDA: How many years? 
WALLING: When he died it was ‘57. 
CASTANEDA: So when was your son bom? 
WALLING: He was bom in Bums. 


CASTANEDA: Whatyear? 


WALLING: ’28. 

CASTANEDA: So when did your husband die? What year? 
WALLING: Uh, ’84. 

CASTANEDA. So you ve been twenty-some years with him? 
WALLING: Yeah, 23 years. It will be in October. 


CASTANEDA: Does it feel like he’11 still 
ofusedtotheidea? 


walk in the door 


any minute or are you kind 


S g0 7 H \ did "’ t d ° "W* bu. si. in fte 

smoking and tha, ruinSs Ssoo^n P ^ 7 0fcourse ’ beh *“° fluit 
mean. And, he d^flo, ,„K ZS g " «■ 

he passed away. 46 or 45. days. was U P there 46 before 

CASTANEDA: I don’t suppose you ever dated after that? 

sl™of^X“™ enou8h '^ ed,ifeforme - Rfty- 


CASTANEDA: Was it a hard marriage? 
WALLING: Oh no. No. Just had to work hard. 
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— rac k é. ~ The Dep ression Vpars 

CASTANEDA. You said the Depression hit so tell me how that affected you. 

SÆJStaSSiT.lX 0 '‘ Place n ' 0 " Ve 80 * - - 

9 x 12 mg and we had Lut aC^oTeftTve^nn^^ ^ “ b ° ught a 

you made your own clothes closets Pnt a ch^if ' •, ? n tba end > we P ut bed and 
curtainsandI look 1 f*" 8Cret °"" e 

CASTANEDA: How long did you live there? 

^ b ~ 

^“ A: Didfe ^*i°naffect you that much? You didnh have that much 

three days one wéek and^o^riKx^lCrr 7 r 5 "'' g0t so bad that he ’ d Work 
Later, we’d work in the potato cellars -th domg * at t0 S ive ^em all some work. 

them ready to plant for a dollar a day. Yb^went ta ftere ta fte W ° d CU ' P 0 l f ,0 “ “ d get 

come out in the dark. It wasn’t bad X Of ™,rc th ® re J m f he momin g m the dark and 

boat we were too. Nobody had Lth^T ’ *** Was in about ** same 

the post Office and the g^ sration J^l i^„f a^? T * e st0I Y *** 

paydav to navdav AnH «a j ^ And, of course, we charged from 

Who wotked on the sectionbecause thera *** scho ° ,llouse ’ r <• hoard several of the guys 
that all the tane we iTvedtaEgben ^^“"7“™ * “ Ve ° r mywhere 10 * 1*4 

CASTANEDA: Well, kind of like a finger penn, right? 

bt,™taf;urtaerår,ttar“ ?:; e h iiked ,o 

CASTANEDA: When Roosevelt became president. 

WALLING: That was a God’s blessing. 

CASTANEDA: Tell me about that. 
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forZtTovt XT n ^ hC r *- f0r Like he started 

one te g o, '*? fOT f «orking people. He's the 

ågte^ y ° U ,hink ab °“' "° W? “"‘te ”ow te we 

at the time, but 1 took back'and^tll^fi^r^deTb^te? 16 Depre y ion ' 11 hurt te flsel tes 
and plan and Work hatd. But at the time I nmh»M a-a °^ you ’ ^ ou "n" t0 stmggle 
didn’t hurt me. I took in watZs onthéjaH^I' “ b “ 1 look "■“* *nd it 
the bunkhouses. 00 ^ or ^ 10se £uys that come and live in 

CASTANEDA: How much did you charge for that? 

WALLING: I don’t remember. It 
very much. 


wasn t very much. Because they probably cou!dn’t pay 


CASTANEDA: How many rooms did you have to board out? 

justcookedfontoTlMfeta! wtoweZa*°? e offtem slept at our place. I 
the^Depot' ^ “ a “ “■ wifefshe Z X2 “Z 


wtow“ar ? Aft " *' DeprøSi0n ““ 1116 started, «d you know a lot ofpeoph 


s husband and that 


was all out ofboÆo^faJUilS ^ husband md brother ’ 
CASTANEDA; Did they come back safe? 

Kelteto^ diCd “ ,978 ‘ remember when 


Track 5 - DHvin» 


CASTANEDA: Do you remember your first car? 
WALLING: Yes. 


CASTANEDA: Tell me about it. What was it? 
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SiMiS r fei,ow was *** 

my husband for a hundred dollars Andm h • ••** broke down - He offered to seil it to 
we had. llarS - And my husband ^ h e could fix it so thafs what 


CASTANEDA: So what year was the car? 

WALLING: Well, we eot it in ’?9 T HrmV u 

wasn’t too old. It was kind of „i«. ' me mber what year the Dodge was. It 


CASTANEDA: Did you know how to drive? 
WALLING: Ohyeah. 


CASTANEDA: How did you Ieam how to drive? 


SS, nZL* 0 Hl ZiT* to n,y cousto. That back to 

years to m T? ^ But *» 1-t two 

so I drove us back and forth. ann ’ WC &d t0 ^ Irmsb our own transportation 


CASTANEDA: You and your brothers and sisters? 
WALLING: Um hm.. 


CASTANEDA: How old were they? 

WALLING: We were all about two years apart. 
CASTANEDA: Where did you sister get the meningitis? 
WALLING: We don’t know. We had no idea. 
CASTANEDA: And nobody else got it? 

WALLING: No, 


- she had birds upstairs It was suchTL^Th^fl Pe ° P * lived there before did 
thare-wa had to haTwaS™ a ° "T ^ fl ° OTS WCTe buckted We ™vad 

can we used to put in the trunk and I’d hav 6 mdes dowi J 1116 road - We had a ten-gallon 

promised ,o fix up toa housa and toay^a ^ 
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I cried -1 got into teSI ° U ' ^ M us ' And 1 ™s « upj, 

didn’t do me any good of coutse. But airway AeyfinaHvdid *“! r*'" 6 Bul ■< 

nice. yy ’ iney «iially did come and fixed it up real 

CASTANEDA: How did you even get a house from the reilroad? 

« et af>«he wasforé^m, Tl.TnheXdteiinleho'~^^ foreman ’ shous e « would 
had to do was work for the section and if the hn^ ^ *** SeCtl ° n men there ~ aU y ou 
it- Just the section crews did ^ WaS Cmpty ’ ^ ot * * y ou wanted 

CASTANEDA: Were there any trees there? 

finally got it in théhoit^ M^hifUbmd m ba 1 ““ T* WC g0t the weIL We 

pictures of it. It was real nice I wL alwav. f Ia '?. and u a fence ^nd there. I have 

and we did fix it up. I had Venetian blinda all ro^hft^fuae 6 "" ~ fiX “ g ^ “ P 
CASTANEDA: Is the house still there? 

put the water in the ho^Jt^ T 3 f! 1 a nice house - When they 

from Montgomery Wards. A happy day was in Mav U4 Æh * ^ had * kitchen cabinet 
electncity. Up until then we just had laLps and stoves. ^ ^ C ° me ^ put in 

CASTANEDA: What was in the lamps? Oil? 

WALLING: Keroseue. They fumished i, and they fumished the eoai. 

CASTANEDA: Did you go around and tun, the ligh, awitehes on jus, ,o aee it? 

™ ~: xt 1 had a 

CASTANEDA: So you've seen a lot of inventions eome around. 

WALLING: Isurehave. 

CASTANEDA: Do you have a cell phone? 
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CASTANEDA: So your son went to school in what town? 
WALLING: He started in Egbert and finished up in Hillsdale. 
CASTANEDA: They had a school too? 

WALLING: Yeah, but thafs school is gone now. 
CASTANEDA: When did you get a television? 

WALLING: ’53. 


CASTANEDA: What did you like to watch? 

WALLING: I liked to watch Channel 5.1 draft really remember. 
CASTANEDA: Whatshows? Did you like Lawrence Welk? 
WALLING: Yeah and Dallas. 

CASTANEDA: That would have been in the ‘80s. 

WALLING: Yeah. 


CASTANEDA: Why did you like Dallas? 


WALLING. I dont know. I just like the characters and what they did? 
CASTANEDA: Soap opera kind of stuff? 


WALLING: Yeah, now that one fella that 
on the Bold and the Beautiful now. 


was on Dallas- the cute one - Bobby - He’ 


CASTANEDA: Oh really? Do you watch soap operas. 

d^g ftfday^’ 1 reC ° rd em a " d * hen 1 play ‘ em at “ght. I hatdly ever watch tv 


CASTANEDA: What do you do all day? 

WALLING: Wall, I don*t know - r m jua messillg ^ 

CASTANEDA: So then beyond the tv, the vor came along and thafs pretty eool. 
WALLING: Thafs....Irecord. 
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CASTANEDA: Andadvdplayeraswell. 

WALLING: Yeah, IVe got a dvd player but I don't use it ntuch. I get ,„ 0 messed up. 
CASTANEDA: Do you like to watch movies? 

WALLING: Yeah. I watch a lot of‘em on tv. I watch whatever’s on. 

CASTANEDA: Cable? Do you have cable? 

don’t. Ijusthav^abl^an^i don^t hav/åll therrfth' 01 ^ di -^/ tal and t ^ iat stu ^ But ^ 
this tv. It’s a good tv. It’s an RCA and I still have mgS either 1 don,t want to get rid of 
December 1988. It’ s getttog old 8 ?? d p,aure : IWe had jt 

*e instruction thing and I keep it. IfldonT tJnmbe! Ldl»? ^ °” 

CASTANEDA: Is there anything you would do over if you had a chance? 

thinkI wouidhTwpddmoreaSiol to schn r*? Wel, ’ whcn 1 was in high school,I 
like that Although, my ° f "“”“8 «™™ d end things 

good at ,he «hin^Æ“;x n :;:,rrw^. 1 cou,d ^ dme ■***• <«s 

CASTANEDA: Was there any chance of going to college? Did women go to college^ 

Ste c^etm^ ^ “ g °'" 8 to b « I *»•, know where the money 

CASTANEDA: So marriage was sort of the option? 

WALLING: Yeah. I was the only one of us five who graduated. 

CASTANEDA: Ohreally? Howcome? 

WALLING: I don’t know. 

CASTANEDA: Have they all passed? 

course, my brothe^o^sister had n^chikte * any . of my relatives -nieces or - of 
had one. There were never veiv many kidsto the ° ne .? >rot ^®f had hvo and my other sister 
nephews are gone I miofit h n ?l * ? s in the family. All my family’s gone. All my 

died thafs thf last' time ftolked.o h“she ** ' u"’‘ ^ ^ husb “ d 

she had a boy and I would like to know a ,l col i dn * e^ord to come up here. And 
happened to him or h™ Lasu “^wbim a ”' of “" but 1 “•»'< k"owwha, 

ten-years-old and I have ^ He "" 
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would be awful. ^ P ° tentlal exls<s that • vour so ». he could go before you would. That 

° h - i, ’ dbetem ' l > k ! J don’tknow what I would do withouthim...or his 

CASTANEDA: How old is she? 

WALLING: I think she’s eight years younger.or six. 

CASTANEDA: And he still ranches, huh? 

always worked forfte ra^road^e^dn^ch' ** d ° eSn ’‘ d ° “ W ' '"° f ' Course ’ he 
CASTANEDA: So how many parties will you have for your birthday? 

DA: Tha, ’ S g00d! Keep “ “P “ d be 101 before the 100“ parties get 


Track 6 — Thi » Blimrj pf <49 

CASTANEDA: Tell me about the blizzard of’49. 

miles. Ofco^lTwJlffZ ab ° a < 15 

CASTANEDA: Ifs Durham Estates now, right? 

my husband was^remM.^wTlive'!! there a '°"® the ttack - Th at’s where 
going to say? re twenI5 " one »-half years.... what was I 

CASTANEDA: We were talking about the blizzard. 

s^ed'hiew’e::, had f c r e r ,o ™ to - on 

now, L, was ac“^d ‘Zd £7?" JX 1 *" f* shin « “»^ J. 

“We’d betler go Æ 2d ^7* ^ dnft '”8 in our <«■ My husband says 

thetrain.Thetain was late We^0^X2 '° ' dep ° ,and was ««»^e 

we were gonna take the passenger train that come through - 
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zf^y -* *£.?. . w b u " ; h h : y ,et 

Dui^am, we^have^evenmade^llcfour house. * 8 ° '**” # ‘ hey ’ dUS offin 
CASTANEDA: Where did you stay then? 

WAU.DJC: WeU, we stayed with one of the section men there and his wife. That was 


on Sunday night. 


CASTANEDA: The blizzard started what day actually, Sunday? 

WALLING: Sunday. 

CASTANEDA: How many days did it last? 

tar y ,-^ S "°r d bUt « * homeunti, 

family a Iittle ways east of HilMal» *L . 1Ves own ^ Gre - ® ne section man and his 

deathin ^ S.ISJSta SS221 T T/T ^ fraze 

Ttains came k. there toS^h"! f*" ‘V™ 

hushand, they put him to work right away, of course. Cwdltefaem ^ 

.T„™,; SSSSSSSS!" '““r 1 *"" S. 

CASTANEDA: And you had your son with you? 

f 1 son had a d ° g ■ a D ° bema " 

feSX«théy^ WaS 35 high - 


S^Sa,^ g °* *° ^ ^ did 311 ri ^' «ut they froze 


up settin’ 


CASTANEDA: Have you ever seen anything like that again? 
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ttat they missed en™ n™ 7 "k' 6 ' ‘ WaS always 50 ,ha "kful 

a block or more to go. never made “ t0 our h °** cause we’d have 

CASTANEDA: How much father wotild you have had to go? 

*°° d «-* We'd have go different 

CASTANEDA: How many people died? 

WALLING.- I don-t reallyknow. I k„ ow 0 f three in „ iUsdale ^ froze ^ in ^ 

CASTANEDA: And the people you stayed with had enough food? 

ired^ta to”L“! ££2? dm ^ d ^ We had plenty of 
the people in Hillsdale couldn’t haidly get out either & ^ ^ t0 haVC food - See > 

CASTANEDA: Did they have a store then? 

WALLING: They had a store there. 

CASTANEDA: There’s nothing like that now, right? 

“P was „„ thing 

-there was a depot. But theyVe done away with the ^ f A P ° t ’ And Durham aI1 h was 
all gone now. Nothing there. y the age of the people that li ved in it. It’s 


Track 7 -- The Hoiisp on m th street 

CASTANEDA: So when did you move here? 
WALLING: June, 1962. 


CASTANEDA: Why did you move to town? 


my husband at Bu^s the^fhed^ of Durham so they put 

section came up for bid and he go, i, and^t^wterehework^unufhe retired^ 1 ^ 611116 


CASTANEDA: What is your address here? 
WALLING: 4009 East 10 th Street. 
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bullW ANEDA: Wha ‘ ^ ar0Und hm When you firs ‘ "“«ed? Did you have ,his house 

WALLING: No. It was two years old but it was iust like new h haA „ a 
Sd * - d 1 ^ ^ if r h p e e got r 

CASTANEDA: Was there anything around here? 

T in ^ K a rea ” COnflict - Hcre ’ s **** 

down that street, there’s not a tree or a hnch ^ 10 ° Ur dr ^ vewa ^ ^ ^en y° u l°ok 

n°w when we moved here. TheyVe moved. ^ ^ 0nly ab ° Ut ^ families here 

CASTANEDA: Look at the old cars down there. So you put the. 

some reason or another, he had to be contnuyT ^ m ° rc anybody but for 

CASTANEDA: You were supposed to make him think it was his idea. 

h!™ g ZfZ if y °, u die before 1 do ’ r “ ^ t0 

rt,- U’J : b - ne sam > I aon t care what you do after I die ” <?n the firet 

th " ,g 1 “ ,d Wæ 8Ct slidin * *■ «o« because I wan.ed to S o bad al, toyears. 

CASTANEDA: Well, they make it nice. 

iytwng... but for some reason or another, he didn’t want those doors. 

Track 8 —> Shopping 

T a time *» fei. like 

ofnothavmg? y°u could hve comfortably - or do you ever get over that fear 

i^===—as=a- 



J 
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CASTANEDA: Where do you like to shop? 
WALLING: Wal-Mart. 


CASTANEDA: Yeah, they do have great prices but it’s just a pain to go out there. 


department is way back in'thafcorner And us^ H 8S I h SUally gCt like ° le ° ' ‘ the S rocei y 
in the pharmacy and it’s way in this corner m & ^ t0 buy dog food or s °mething 
carts but heck, Lt’d be ^T’, My T "? 1 ^ get ° ne ^ding 

early ifl can . I got outthema uT °?? cre the ** bef ^ yesterday. I g0 

pretty close. But it tires me out bv the ti m S ^ Clgbt ^! usua ^y S et a handicap 
often and then when I en T cmt a w n f F* 0 . ., Up e . ver ythmg 1 want 1 don’t go veiy 

t the car and I 


£5 •” » «■>«* i > <■ 


T rack 9 - Rememberi np Ch eyenne Pennl» pi—.. 

CASTANEDA: Did you ever eat at the Mayflower? 

WALLING: Oh yes, we did and the Bluebird. 

CASTANEDA: Where was the Bluebird? 

Iden', know 

owned it but I can’t right now because I had a i t0 °^ tbe Greeks that 

Mayflower and the Valenda was riZ l a * ster - m - Iaw th * worked there. The 

that? The Valencia and the ia was right across the street from the Mayflower, remember 


CASTANEDA: Uh huh. Which did you like best? 
WALLING: Oh, I think I liked the Mayflower the best. 
CASTANEDA: Do you remember the Marine Room? 
WALLING: Ohyeah. 


CASTANEDA: What did they do there? 

foSlpinte^ had ^ “** Differe "‘I»*» 


Penneys had some parties 


CASTANEDA: And entertainment right? 



J 
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WALLING: Yes. Entertainment. They’d dance. (Speaking of Penneys) I started there in 
CASTANEDA: And you did what? 

WALUNC.- Alterations. Layaway. Sometimes I was on the floor but not very often I 
hkedit. I really enjoyed working there. 

CASTANEDA: When did Penneys open here? 

WALLING: I couIdn’t tell you. They were as long as I could remember. 

CASTANEDA: Do you remember the theater? 

WALLING: Oh, yes. Went to a lot of shows there? 

CASTANEDA: Do you remember going to see any particular movie? 

seems f ike t that most oft hem were western - Tom Nix, Jones and 
Alan Ladd Then they used to have a Princess Theatre. Let’s see.. .1 think it was up on 
Pioneer, I think. Safeways, at one time, was on the corner of 17 th and Pioneer. 

CASTANEDA: Is that the one that fell in? 

WALLING: No. 

CASTANEDA: Where was that at, by Schraders? 

WALLING: Yeah. Up there on Pioneer I think. We used to come to town-they would 

give away grocenes. I forget how they did that - you could win a basket of groceries. It 
was back when times were tougher. 

CASTANEDA: T.Joe Cahill. Do you remember him? 

WALLING: Oh yes, very well. 

CASTANEDA: What was he? Who was he? 

WALLING: He was the sheriff. 

CASTANEDA: Sheriff. He’s in quite a few photos. Was he a good sheriff? 

WALUNG. Well yes and no. I heard stories about him..how he took care of people that 
was dnnkrng and that. He was kind of a hard man but he was real popular for years. 

Let s see. Don t they have something here in town named after him? 



Vera Walling Oral History Transcript 2008 


CASTANEDA: Oh yeah...the park. See 1 never knew that --that’s where that came from. 

WALLING: Yeah, that’s him. Yeah. He was quite popular from all the things I heard 
but he was still popular - I guess that’s what made him popular. 

CASTANEDA: See, here’s Penney’s again. 

WALLING: That was the best store. The friendliest store. You know, they had chairs 
and stuff up front ~ like for all the farmers would come in on Saturday and set there and 
visit and now you don’t see things like that 

CASTANEDA: While the wives shopped the farmers sat around? What about 
Woolworths? Where was that? 

WALLING: You know where that Chinese restaurant is on the corner of 17 lh and Carey? 
It was in there. Across the street, in the middle of it, was Newberxys. 

CASTANEDA: A department store? 

WALLING: Well, kind of like a department store. Like Woolworth. Then on the corner 
next to Newberry’s was Walgreens. They went out of business. They went out of town - 
weren’t here for years and now they’re back. Used to have a real good jewelry stores 
called Todd’s Jeweliy. Trying to think where they were here too on Carey. 

CASTANEDA: When I came here Christianson’s was on Carey. 

WALLING: Well, Christianson’s was a real good store. They were the higher priced ones 
or the more refined or something. Now Todd’s were south of them in the same block by 
the alley. I got a lot of stuff from there. Times have sure changed. See, when we moved 
here in ’62, one of the seiling points in Sun Valley was 1-80 was where College Drive is. 
And they were going to build a big mall, some Dallas outfit where the mall thing is now. 
They had a lot of.. .they dug out for the basement.. .did you ever see that? 

CASTANEDA: Where at now? 

WALLING: Where Hobby Lobby and the Dollar Store.. .all that area was going to be a 
big mall. They dug out for the basements but all that fell through. And the highway fell 
through and people .. .oh these kids with their bicycles and motorcycles raced up and 
down those hoies - had a ball until they started this. The filling station on the corner now 
was there but there was another one that set like at the cross the 12th street. 12* didn’t get 
go clear though. You went between the stations to get up on what you call Nationway 
now. It was kind of bad when it was stormy. I don’t know - the one filling station -1 
don’t know if they went out or they moved them to make 12 th Street. 12 th Street just goes 
a far as Nationway. I can’t think of it now. People did take pretty good care of their 
lawns until they started moving out for bigger hornes. 
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Track 10 -- Does It Feel like 100 Years? 


CASTANEDA: Does it feel like you’ve been here a hundred years? 

WALLING: Ohyes. 

CASTANEDA: What do you think the weirdest change is or the toughest is? 

WALLING: The winters aren’t as bad as they used to be. That’s for sure. We used to 
live down at Egbert and that was bad. 

CASTANEDA: How do you think you’ve managed to live this long? 

WALLING: Well, really, I just lived normally doing what I wanted to do. 
CASTANEDA: Did you ever drink or smoke? 

WALLING: No, I never did smoke. But I used to drink. I like beer. And I still like to 
drink -1 like wine. You know, not to excess but to enjoy. But I used to have friends to 
go out with and have a drink and do a few things but I don’t know anyone now that does 
much. So, I guess it’s a good thing. 

CASTANEDA: Do you go out an each much? 

WALLING: No. 

CASTANEDA: Do you like to go out? 

WALLING: I like to go out but not all the time. I like to go once in awhile. 
CASTANEDA: Where’s your favorite place? 

WALLING: Well, Twin Dragon’s I guess. I wouldn’t say that if I ate out a lot but when 
I go once in awhile I like to go there. Now there’s a lot of new places in town I haven’t 
been. I had a friend take me to Culver’s for lunch one day so I went there. I haven’t 
been to a lot of the new ones. I like Mexican food too. 

CASTANEDA: Do you like it hot? 

WALLING: Not too hot. I belong to a birthday club and usually we go there. 
CASTANEDA: Where? 

WALLING: Casa De Trujillo on the south side. It was real good. They changed hands 
-it’s not as good as it used to be —but we still go there. We went there last Tuesday. 
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CASTANEDA: For margarita night? Oh, you went there for lunch. 

WALUNG: We had lunch but they serve margaritas. Now, I had one I haven’t’ had 
°ne lateIy but 1 8 et the v »rgin kind - the one with no liquor. I like the flavor 

CASTANEDA. I think that’s kool-aid. But their margaritas aren’t veiy strong anyway. 

WALLING: Years ago, we used to have them but I don’t think I’d dare drink a 

I narganta.„probablyput me under the table. Not used to it. weaker tfiarfl was too. 

CASTANEDA: Did you used to exercise a lot? 

WALLING: No. 

CASTANEDA; Sowhafsyour philosophy of living? Were you a reiigious person? 

ST to W rT nt 1 WeM 10church «" the «me. IbeiongedinHillsdaie 

“efldd^ % ‘T e ,lT ° fthe Firet United M?thodist Church 

“ '“ff" 0 *- 1 beionged to Eastem Star and Daughters of the 

canLldub P^ ll h r ged , t0 ‘ heLions C,ub - UP attxiliary and birthday clubs 

“i e,ection boards ” 

CASTANEDA: Are you a republican or a democrat? 

HfcfåS in^bert A " d ' bel °" 8ed ‘° ex,ension etab S ....most all of my manied 
CASTANEDA: Do you like to read? 

a W m™„g ££' “* ^ 1 -d as much as I used to because I have ,o use 

CASTANEDA: So there you are? (Looking at photo) 

WALLING: Yep. Thafs me. 

CASTANEDA: You’re cute! 

WALLING: Is that the fair board? 

CASTANEDA: Yeah. 

^™loca7' Wel1 ’ that ’ s wh “ 1 be,onged t0 <«*> 
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Jrack 11 ~ Health and Wpiin^c 

CASTANEDA. Have you ever had to be in the hospital? 

iivelovCTon B^vans*“°? My son ««■«time 

went 90 miles an hour. I tried to Jab for tecfo åesf ^ dar " r0ller skates - 1 J ust 
my wrist. e cloth esline and eveiything. I fell and broke 

CASTANEDA: How old were you? 

my arm in a sling?’ ^ ^ W3S SUl1 WOrklng at J C Penneys. I went to work with 
CASTANEDA: Sewing? 

WALLING: Hmmm? 

CASTANEDA: Did you have to sew then? 

Gramlich was the doctor ^erwhenVhaTm * ^ t0 Støy “ the hospital ovemight. Dr. 
You just want attention, bab y my Cancer °P erati °" 1 was in Depaul. Rusty! 

CASTANEDA: How long have you had Rusty? 

WALLING: Seven. He’s seven in Januaty. 

CASTANEDA: Where did you get him? 

MUMo^Tptw Wm PUPPy t 0V ‘ ° Ver ° n Fox F ™- She had a 
color. You faded! He was a real red 

considering thtaltematiJe bm ^o^S^obe^ve dSi' °° ? 1 T 

yu giaa 10 be aIlv e dunng so much change? 

think about ittefæe --rdtbArml huildred bm ff “"r.? ?“ b ' ing 1007 1 have to 
realize I’m a hundred until I g0 to do somethine I canVn ^J* u WayS was ’ really - Can>t 
m my hands so bad. I don’t have any strength. § td °‘ My hands ~ 1 h ave arthritis 

CASTANEDA: Do you have many friends from the past? 
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Usrit^b so^JmJ Is^ly^ht h r “ f "T? h0me 1 sure d “ miss ‘em. 

always so many do " dS ft ° m ' he lodge ' There ™ 


CASTANEDA: What lodge again? 


WALLING: I belonged to the Eastem 
went in ‘42. 


Star ~? Chapter #36. 


Sixty five years this year. I 


CASTANEDA: Are they with the Eiks? 

WALLING: No. Just Masonic. Masonic afHIiated. 

CASTANEDA: Was your husband in the Masonic Lodge? 

HC ™ 8 ^ He ~«ha. they eail the Blue Lodge, then ?? 


CASTANEDA: What did you do in the Eastem Star Lodge? 

they worked the ha^est M^se^monevT 11 ^ rt? peopIe - Dau S h ters of the Nile, 
big bizarre ev ei y ? dren ’ s Hospi ^ We always had a 

Shriner’s Hopital 35,610 Send Slx or seven thousand dollars for the 


CASTANEDA: Why do they call them Daughters of the Nile? 

^ tot aS 1 ^ of fte NlTe 8 bra " Ch """ YoUr husb “ d *»'to be a 


CASTANEDA: But you still drive and eveiything. 
WALLING: I just got my new license in June. 
CASTANEDA: Really? 


WALLING: Good for four years! And I 
glasses and side mirrors on my car. 


’m lucky I don’t have 


any restrictions other than 


CASTANEDA: Did they say, “Are you stue you teally need one of these things?” 

1 — 0- .here, , 

evetybody else has one and a iot <Mmes I^atft fon-U handicapplace* beCaUse 
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Irack 12 - The Gr eatesf Things Sin™ Sticed Bread 

shrttd^hopper? Tiember W ^ 131141118 about groceries ^ how I had to be a 
CASTANEDA: Yes. 

CASTANEDA: Really? What color was it if you didn’t do it? 

WALLING: Just white like a bar of lard. 

CASTANEDA: So why did anybody boter to color it? Did i. taste te same? 

colored it And the s^røwidfbread^Iused^h^ ^ 'L"* 1611 dwas w ^* te - lalways 

wasn-t sliced ten. It justinen ^ c & Kenne,h lunch “«* bra>d 
happy day. tbe ^ a y that that come out sliced, that was a 

CASTANEDA: So, “it’s the greatest thing since sliced bread” is true! 

WALLING: Yes. I’U never forget those two things. 

o™ ™ A: H0W ab0Ut ^ Did «■ “ilkman nsed to come or did yon have your 

.“mheTL^ - — Seems ,te mo, of my 

teenager at home. The rTpe onthetlftLTt 80 T h lo ” ger than1 * 
aold milk. The truck Æ it np ev^ ‘IT ' ^ Were <“* {ma ™- They 

flvecents a gallon. P 17 ™ng. And we went up there and bought it for 

CASTANEDA: Have you considered youreelf to be a good cook? 

CASTANEDA: What do you do with dried com? 

ft or P eas -d tenyou'd cream 

buy i, fiom soL *“ ~ “ «“• * - 
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Track 13 --Haircolor 


CASTANEDA: So, what’s on the agenda for today? 
WALLING: Well, at one Ccloclc, r m going to get my hair net. 
CASTANEDA: Where do you go? 

WALLING: Sherman’s Beauty Salon. There’s a fellow there. 
CASTANEDA: A guy? 

WALLING: BillAtwood. 


CASTANEDA: A man does your hair? That’s cool. 

y^bm^mov^toY^Tutol^thT 1 f" beforehim 1 weM ,oforeIe ™' 

work in Torringtoa I hate ehanging beaut^ o^rattT ^ n 

rehre any day and he only works two days a week. ' B 72 S ° he might 

CASTANEDA: Have you ever thought about just going gray? 

dirtylookingcolo^Beautyope^re^meAaUooTk 6 ^' ^^ W ° Uldbesucha 

tum white - like some ofThemTrl l! “ ? t0a1 know lt d never turn white.. .if 
I will. Ihad another friend that coloredhwhah Th^ T uldn,t ' So ’ 88 lon 8 355 1 can do u 

Track 14 -Politi™ 

CASTANEDA: What did you think of Hillaiy Clinton? 
p^tr^a 30 ' 7 L likedHiUa ^- ^ wished he’d have picked her for his vice 

Sy 3: TJiSX Al,å T i 1 mok She could «P U» å“ t. 

got in go^ib fdon t d I Z!r N0> ' Was for her ' 1 8“ ss «■ -an he’s 

know. I never heard nothmg much about him until he picked him. 

CASTANEDA: So, will you be voting for Obama then? 

CASTANEDA: Have you always been a Democrat? 
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w^Uwa^W/fer hT*''? d 7“ r r, bu ’ 1 ,ike <° ™>e for the man...or the 
Thafs just my opinion. ^ U1 she dldn 1 mak e n.. .obviously slie wasn't that good. 


ta^^ EDA: Y °’ Ve ^ 310 ‘ ° fp0li,ics cha "8 e “v« the years and this is a pmtty 

m evety garage.” Ofcourse, we didn’t get neither 0 a " d a car 

CASTANEDA: Things got pretty bad teally with him, didn’t they? 

I«™y ^ y8 o°;“ 2 di d Td e dnTh started “ ’ 29 ■ 

difference. Andfood. It wasDrettv haH w v’ a !? aVe ^ S0 didn,tmake any 
after I got matried than I did &o7mg up Mhome. “ ' remember more hist0 O' 

CASTANEDA: You probably didn’t pay any attention growing up at home did you? 

^ L aSd°ev^„g'^Of w LdS' ^ ^ ^ ^ 8 “ mi ‘b*P ost 

weeks on the railroad and weM pky our bilis, ft 8 °’ ^ **" 

CASTANEDA: Who do you think has been our best president? 

WALLING: Roosevelt! He was electeH in‘t? u« a-a * ,. 

my opinion - than any president since thpn w i, i dld more f° r thls country - to me, in 

war, be made m and during the 

things. He did that all over the country.' What did they^lUhem? ^ 

CASTANEDA: CiviUan Conservation Cotps. The CCC camps. 

S!«“«i ^dto^bfbtT ^^elladtatwasthereandhe 
Ofcourse, he made i, tough^n SsSfa*?Til *° 1i **! ma *- The electric, 
war had to start. They put a twentv nerr^nt en then things started getting bad, the 
was a luxmy you paW CZSs!' luggage - attything that 
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Track 15 — On Wvoming 


CASTANEDA: Have you traveled around Wyoming very much? 

WALLING: Quite a bit. Took bus trips. 

CASTANEDA: Could you imagine having ever lived anywhere else? Did you ever want 
to live anywhere but Wyoming? 

WALLING: No. At one time, I thought I ‘d like to live in Fort Collins but I don’t 
anymore. I never wanted to live anywhere but here. 

CASTANEDA: Are you proud of Wyoming? 

WALLING: Yep. I am. I think when people talk about the wind blowing and I’ve 
traveled a lot and the wind’s blowing everywhere I’ve been. 

CASTANEDA: Maybe it’s your fault. 

WALLING: Maybe it followed me! 

CASTANEDA: Well, there’s something everywhere but the wind does get tiring. 

WALLING: Yeah, it does and you’d think after you’d lived in Wyoming most of your 
life that you woulchTt talk about it bothering you but it does! 

Track 16 -- Birthdav Parties 

WALLING: So, I went to AARP Wednesday and they honored me with a certificate and 
they gave me that picture. I don’t know where I’m going to put it but that fella brought 
that 1914 Ford down here. He lives in Riverton and he brought that down here especially 
to drive me down to my party in it. Of course, the wind had to blow and it had to 
sprinkle. 

CASTANEA: There’s no top on it is there? 

WALLING: Oh, no. That 1914 Ford is just real old. I get a bang out of the windshield - 
it’s just a little round thing right in front of the steering wheel. It’s no good to you. But I 
guess at that time it was just pretty nice to have something to run. The fellow I’m 
standing with is the president of our AARP group here. 

CASTANEDA: Do you do a lot of AARP things? 

WALLING: Not a lot. Just go to the meetings. They’re a pretty strong organization 
anymore. 
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CASTANEDA: I think that's good. There's getting to be more AARP members. 
WALLING: Wyoming alone has 100,462 members. 

CASTANEDA: Wow. That’s like a fifth of the state. Were you glad to get to ride this 
car? 

WALLING: Yeah, I didn’t think I’d want to but I went. Now you wanted a picture of 
me. I went to a party Saturday out at the Holiday Inn. I had a friend that was a 100. 
Evelyn Johnson. She was a schoolteacher here for years. 

CASTANEDA: No. How’s she doing? 

WALLING: Oh, she’s doing great. She doesn’t see too good. She doesn’t drive. She 
sat in the chair at the party. She didn’t stand up. But I’ve known her a long time because 
her and my husband graduated together in 1925. 

CASTANEDA: I wonder how many people are 100 here in Cheyenne. 

WALLING: Well there seems to be quite a few in Cheyenne I heard of someone who 
was 107.1 wouldn’t mind living that long if I had all my faculties and could get around 
like I am. But I wouldn’t want to live that long. Of course, I never thought I’d live to be 
100 either. 


Remembering Cheyenne People and Family 

CASTANEDA: Roosevelt came to Cheyenne also in ’36. 

WALLLING: Ohyes. 

CASTANEDA: Do you remember Joseph 0’Mahoney? 

WALLING: Yeah. 

CASTANEDA: That was when they decided that should be on the license plate. 

WALLING: Fm glad the bucking horse is on there. 

CASTANEDA: How about the quarter? Do you have one of those? 

WALLING: Yep. I have a quarter from about every state that’s out. I have a dollar-I 
can t remember if Truman put it out and it looked like a quarter. I have a couple of those 
and then I have a gold dollar. 
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CASTANEDA: We have Senator Enzi - that’s back when he was in the Jaycees. 

WALLING: I got a letter from AARP wanting me to mail in some things to Enzi and to 
the three of them. 

CASTANEDA: How about Govemor Barrett? Was he a good govemor? 

WALLING: Oh I think he ever made any big news like some of them. 


CASTANEDA: Do you remember the airline school we had here? Did you ever know 
anybody that went there? 

WALLING: No. 

CASTANEDA: Flory’s Shoes. Remember that? 

WALLING: Oh yeah, I bought a lot of shoes there still have some of them. He looks 
familiar. 

CASTANEDA: Larry Birleffi. 

WALLING: Ohyeah. You know, CurtGowdy. Ialwaysthoughtalotofhimjustfrom 
hearing about him and eveiything. He was in town once for something - not too long -1 
can’t remember years go so fast - since my husband. It was something he was at at that 
bank out there US Bank by the mall -went to see him and he was talking to another guy 
and he just didn’t pay any attention to me. He was actually rude and I’ve hated him ever 
since. 

CASTANEDA: I don’t blame you. 

WALLING: Yeah, that made me so mad! There’s the VA. Looks more like a 
penitentiaiy to me. 

CASTANEDA: Maybeso. 

WALLING: Right now, where Allison Hall is for the Methodist church, the VFW used 
to be there on the corner. And, things like that have changed so much. I have belonged 
there fifty-some years now. The kids are going to have a birthday party on the 3 rd of 
August there for me. They had one there for me on my 90 th birthday. I haven’t been 
going to church. Cause I usually cook dinner on Sundays for my son and granddaughter. 
Sunday’s my day for Sonny to come in. And then if I’ve got things to do, he does it. 

CASTANEDA: How old is he? 


WALLING: He’ll be 80 the first of December. 
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CASTANEDA: He should be having these parties for himself pretty soon. 

WALLING: Yeah, the girls are going to have to put his picture in the paper for his 
birthday. 

CASTANEDA: Is he married? 

WALLING: Oh yeah, he got married in ’56. 

CASTANEDA: Is she alive? 

WALLING: Yeah. 


CASTANEDA: How many kids does he have? 


WALUNG: Three. Three granddaughters. They don’t have any kids. I had a great- 
granddaughter and she took her own life when she was 15. Thafs the only one I had so 
now I just have the three granddaughters. 


CASTANEDA: Why do you think she did that? 


WALLING: We don’t know. I have no idea and her mother don’t either. One morning - 
they hved in Reno - she (granddaughter) was married and divorced.. .her father lives in 
Laramte. She wentto work before the girl went to school and the girl was ready to go to 
school and she still had her purse on her shoulder and eveiything. 


CASTANEDA: How did she do it? 


WALLING: Hung herself. Sometimes we think it was an accident. 

CASTANEDA: With her purse on her shoulder? How? 

WALLING: I don’t know. She had used dog leashes. She was all ready to go to school. 
CASTANEDA: I’m sorry to hear that. That was hard. 

WALLING: Yeah, that was sad. 


CASTANEDA: (looking at photos) Which one are you? 

WALLING: That one there. Thafs walkin’ up from Penneys. That’s when they had a 

cameraman stood on the street and took pictures of people. Yeah, my sister and I -we 
were shopping. 

CASTANEDA: So you’ve never been very tall have you? 



Vera Walling Oral History Transcript 2008 


WALLING: No. Never have. My sister was well-built - she looked nice 


